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G464-1
Section 1.2.2 contains updated information on natural gas needs in
the U.S. Forecast information has been obtained from the U.S.
Department of Energy's Energy Information Agency. As discussed
in Section 1.2.2, the Federal EIA provides policy-independent data,
forecasts, and analyses to promote sound policy-making, efficient
markets, and public understanding regarding energy and its
interaction with the economy and the environment. Sections 1.2.2,
1.2.3, 1.2.4, 3.3.1, 3.3.2, and 4.10.1.3 contain information on the
need for natural gas, the role and status of energy conservation
and renewable energy sources, and the California Energy Action
Plan. Sections 3.3.1 and 3.3.2 address conservation and renewable
energy sources, within the context of the California Energy
Commission's 2005 Integrated Energy Report and other State and
Federal energy reports, as alternatives to replace additional
supplies of natural gas.
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G464-2
Section 1.2.3 contains updated information on natural gas needs in
California. Forecast information has been obtained from the
California Energy Commission. As discussed in Section 1.2.3, the
CEC's 2005 Integrated Energy Policy Report Committee Final
Report provides the energy context for California's natural gas
needs as identified in this EIS/EIR. The California Legislature
recognizes that the CEC is the State's principal energy policy and
planning organization and that the CEC is responsible for
determining the energy needs of California. These responsibilities
are established in State law (the Warren-Alquist State Energy
Resources Conservation and Development Act [Public Resources
Code, Division 15]). The analysis in Sections 1.2.3 and 3.3.2 relies
on up-to-date published material on natural gas energy demand in
California. See additional discussion of the CEC Final Report in
Section 4.10.1.3.
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G464-3
Natural gas is a fuel on which California and the U.S. currently
depend. The use of LNG does not prevent the development and
use of North American energy and renewable energy sources and
energy efficiency programs. Section 1.2 discusses dependence on
foreign energy sources. Sections 1.2.2, 1.2.3, 1.2.4, 3.3.1, 3.3.2,
and 4.10.1.3 contain information on the need for natural gas, the
role and status of energy conservation and renewable energy
sources, and the California Energy Action Plan. As discussed in
Section 1.2.3, the "CEC has identified the need for California to
develop new natural gas infrastructure to access a diversity of fuel
supply sources and to remove constraints on the delivery of natural
gas." The CEC has identified LNG as a natural gas supply
opportunity; therefore, the CEC has identified natural gas and LNG,
as well, as part of the energy mix to meet California's energy
demand.

G464-4
The Final EIS/EIR acknowledges the contribution of energy
conservation and renewables to meet California's energy needs in
Sections 3.3.1, 3.3.2, and 4.10.1.3. Sections 1.2.2, 1.2.3, 1.2.4,
3.3.1, 3.3.2, and 4.10.1.3 contain information on the need for
natural gas, the role and status of energy conservation and
renewable energy sources, and the California Energy Action Plan.
However, the 2005 California Energy Action Plan states explicitly
that "California must also promote infrastructure enhancements,
such as additional pipeline and storage capacity, and diversify
supply sources to include liquefied natural gas (LNG)."

G464-5
Section 1.2.3 contains updated information on this topic. The "CEC
energy demand forecasting models specifically quantify and
incorporate conservation and energy efficiency influences." The
models also assume that the California investor-owned utilities (and
suppliers from other Western states) will meet their Renewable
Portfolio Standards.

G464-6
See the response to Comment G464-5.

G464-7
Sections 1.2.2, 1.2.3, 1.2.4, 3.3.1, 3.3.2, and 4.10.1.3 contain
information on the need for natural gas, the role and status of
energy conservation and renewable energy sources, and the
California Energy Action Plan.

The United States Coast Guard, the Maritime Administration, and



the California State Lands Commission are required to use the
information developed or provided by those Federal and State
agencies that have authority over or expertise in that field.
Therefore, the three agencies are relying on data compiled from the
Federal Energy Information Administration and the California
Energy Commission (CEC).

The CEC's 2003 Energy Report and 2005 Natural Gas Assessment
Update both indicate that California's demand for natural gas will
grow annually through the year 2013. The 2005 report projects
natural gas demand will have an approximately 0.7 percent annual
growth rate from 2006 to 2016.

G464-8
The lead agencies are obligated to use State energy forecasting
information from the California Energy Commission (CEC). As
discussed in Section 1.2.3, the CEC's 2005 Integrated Energy
Policy Report Committee Final Report provides the energy context
for California's natural gas needs. The California Legislature
recognizes that the CEC is the State's principal energy policy and
planning organization and that the CEC is responsible for
determining the energy needs of California. These responsibilities
are established in State law (the Warren-Alquist State Energy
Resources Conservation and Development Act [Public Resources
Code, Division 15]). See additional discussion of the CEC Final
Report in Section 4.10.1.3.

G464-9
As discussed in Section 1.2.3, the "CEC has identified the need for
California to develop new natural gas infrastructure to access a
diversity of fuel supply sources and to remove constraints on the
delivery of natural gas." The CEC has identified LNG as a natural
gas supply opportunity; therefore, the CEC has identified natural
gas and LNG, as well, as part of the energy mix to meet California's
energy demand.

2004/G464



2004/G464

G464-10
Thank you for the information.
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